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Davi4 Hamer lives in Doncaster. He use4 to be a primary-school 
hea4 teacher but be escape4- Now be works all over tbe country 
as a writer an4 a 4rama teacher. This means be smiles all tbe tine, 
but be bas to take five fizzy anti-hea4-teacher tablets even; 4ay 
otherwise be will earn; on shouting at you, thinking be is Doss of 
the Worl4. He is marrie4 to Paula an4 bas two 4augbterS, Lizzie 
an4 Harriet, one 4og, four cats an4 a profoun4ly unpleasant Iizar4. 

He has been e4iting, writing an4 performing poems an4 stories 
since 1981. For many gears be has been working with Paul Cookson 
in the poetrg 4u° Spill Me Beans. His main bobby is watching 
5beffie(4 Unite4 but be likes rea4ing too. 
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C RgOiJl TIms Voot 


If yourteacker flakes you junipy 
And tke dinner lady’s grumpy 
You're feeling fraught and frumpy 
Not to mention downright dmnpy 
Read this took! 

If your sctoolwork gets you freaky 
Hakes your nerves a little tweaky 
Wken you need to te c(urte geeky 
Cut your voice kas gone all squeaky 
With answers kind of creaky 
Read this took! 
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If v^our road of life is bunpy 

And tke Unework makes ^ou bumpy 

All your custard kas $ohe lumpy 

So ad your days are slumps 

You m^kt crack like Humpty-Dumpty 

Read tkis book! 


David Harder 


Scfcoof C Rsco r<ts 

Instructions to ensure that anything 
connected with tedious, boring school 
never bothers you again: 

Become a computer wizard- (This ay involve 
attending school for a while to study IT.) 


Break into school during the night. (Learn 
science first, so you can disable alarms 
and CCTV cameras. Eat school dinners to ensure 
you've invested enough carrots 
to let you see in the dark.) 







Find .your way to the secretary's office. 

(The yeoyraphy you learned in school 
will help you decipher the ground plan.) 

Soot up the computer and iype in the school's name. 
(You will know how to do this 
because you learned to spell in school.) 

Speed is important. Try out every possible 
combination of letters to find the password- 
Hake your fmyerS dance. (School PE. lessons 
will have made you ayile.) 
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Locate your records and identify your name- 
Press ENTER (which you will recognize 
frotr) learning to read in school). 

Remove any negative comments about conduct, 
missed homework and unexplained absences. 

If WEAK appears in the text, substitute WONDERFUL. 
(IT ayain.) 

Switch off the computer and leave the premises, 
reminding yourself that School 
is a complete waste of time. 


Alison Chisholm 
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5e a toaster o-f disym'se - 
£>e, eacf) day, a different size, 

Son)e days snail and sone- days i><9 - 
Wear, eacfi day, a different wiy. 

Use, eacf> day, a different voice, 

Ctanye your hane — tKeres so nucf\ choice! 
/Monday Vikran. Tuesday Dan - 
Wednesday Rachel, Thursday An*v 
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Daily chanyeyour class or school 
An4 ft's tetter, as a rule, 

It you, daily, cbanye the nates 
You hany out with by the yates. 

If you're expert at this yane 
You will never yet the blan«- - 
For, no natter what you 4o... 
How can blane be pinne4 on you? 


PMip Wa44e(l 






<5.0.<S. 


4 p.rn., 

School playground, 

Path blocked by bully- 
I shrink, 

Seyin to panic ... 

And then it happens. 

Sells riny! Orchestras play! 

My knees are suddenly nade of sterner stuff, 
My scalp tinyles with life. 

I atn transported through the rrjind-tunnel, 

To the land of Save-Our-Skin. 







(*\y teetb are silver skewers - Gnasb! 
hy kea4 twizzles on its stalk an4 snakes wrrtke frotn tr,y 
skull - Hiss! 

I kol4 triy flarrjitn^ lance aloft, 

An4 triy -trusty stee4 cbatnps at tbe bit. 

Together we a4vance to f^eet tbe foe, 

Who, overcome by ny startling 4‘Spla^ of confi4ence, 
Sneezes, 

An4 is re4uce4 to a very sroall pimple. 


Wary Green 
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0 Co (Jt Germs To<&^ 

O beautiful cold yermS today 
Are keepiny ne in bed. 

I've yot a touyh math test to take, 

Now I'll rest up instead- 
O temperature, O temperature, 

You’ve reached one hundred and three, 

And now I yet to lounye around 
And play my new CO. 
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0 runty/ nose all re4 wrtk sneeze - 
Sorr,e tissues by my side., 

While all my classmates yroan an4 sweat, 
I’ll view t^eTV^uuJe. 

0 chicken soup, O chicken soup, 

Hy m®m will make for me, 

An4 later I’ll rea4 comic kooks 
An4 play /Monopoly. 

0 little rtty, tftty yerms, 

Although you. make me mope, 

You’ll stay aroun4 a 4ay or two 
An4 then you’ll leave, I hope - 
For Satur4ay is com<ny soon, 

Then I’ll play with my frien4s 
An4 really shoul4 be feeli'ny yoo4 - 
Tkat’s when my be4 rest en4s! 


Robert Scotellaro 
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^oc^et ‘Time cM^ac&he 

My pencil case is a tiVje machine 
It helps tne to survive school. 

If I haven’t done my homework 
150 back and do it. 

If I do somethiny wrony and the teacher sees 
150 back and do it properly. 

If I yet done for beiny cheeky 

I yo back and say somethiny really nice and Supportive. 
If I want to pass my tests 

I yo forward and find the answers (and sell them to my 
friends). 

If I want to find out exactly what happened in ( 066 , 
World War 2 , to Winston Churchill or the Ancient Greeks 
Easy peasy. 

If I want to see what’s yoiny to be a yreat invention in 
2077 

Or if Enyland will win the World Cup ayain 
I can. 
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If I want to find embarrassing secrets about our 
teachers' past 

Or what will happen to them in the future... 
Guess what? Anything is possible. 

I can 5° forwards and backwards 
If I want - and when I want. 

Wy pencil case is a time machine 
It helps m^ to survive school. 

See, I've yone back to the first line. 
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In fact I started tbs poe.tr) yesterday 
And finished ft tomorrow. 

I n<$ht edit and rework it a hundred years a^o 
But fnet^/nks I shall not. 

My pencil case is a titrje machine 
It f»e(ps tne to Survive school. 

Do you want to buy it? 

I’ll sell it to you tomorrow. 
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E>sc<Kfifr(fr <Sc£ oo^ 


I crawl and creep across the fiel4 
It’s raininS an4 ft’s mu44y 
TV teachers won’t spot me at all 
I in Jy44en in my hoo4ie. 


Sm'ssy trie4 ftyester4ay 

He’4 built a sl<4er, ha4 no 4®ubts 

TV 4<nner Ia4ies sVt him 4own 

With spu4 Juns an4 three tonnes of sprouts. 

Crystal trie4 to jump the fence 
Like a bullet from a Sun 
The lollipop Ia4y whacke4 Vr back 
With her si^n, ft wasn’t fun. 


Jake an4Jenny ha4 a S° 

At leapi'ns 0f > a passes train 
I be Hea4 S°t tVm with h<S lasso 
IVy won’t try that aSain. 

A searchlight swinys across theSrass 
I freeze beneath its ylare 
I lo(4 my breath but ft’s all ri’sht 
An4 now I’m nearly there. 
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Whoopee, I’m free, I’ve cut tke fence 
Wri^led tkou^k tke kole 
Ok no! Here corses tke caretaker 
Wftk kis Alsatian on patrol. 

OfC tkev/’ve <)ot me fair and square 
I tow ny kead in sorrow 
5ut tken I smile cos tkey don’t know 
My tunnel starts tomorrow! 


David Harmer 
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TTe Cxyert- 

Little Joe Horner 

Sits in tbe corner 

As c(uiet as a packet of peas 

He wouldn't say boo 

To a bucket of ylue 

And be always says tbankyou and please 

I it can't kick a ball 

And be’s no fun at all 

In tbe playyround be sits on bis own 

His writing is neat 

And bis homework's complete 

Cos be always takes lots of work borne 



5ut ke's tke n^ost popular 
5oy in tke class 

IMow^ou m<9kt tki'nk tkat odd, I a$ree 

5ut ke’s expert at matks 

And at science ke’s trill 

And tke test tft - ke sits next to me 

Hell 51've you a kand 

If you're stuck, wftk ^our Sums 

Tkere is notkinS tkat ke doesn't know 

If you can't add or measure 

He'll kelp you with pleasure 

And k<S ckarges are reasonatly low 
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°Xoio to <S an/ive Scfcoo? 

(When your <nuro is Class 4’s teacher and you are nine 
years old) 

Wear a wiy, dark glasses and a baseball cap at all tinges. 

f\e very very cheeky, take the fall 
•)et sent to the head teacher S office 
for the rest of the day 
working in total isolation on your own. 
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Play practical jokes first before they are done to you 
and invent the best one ever 
to be played on a Class 4 teacher. 

Become nocturnal. 

Demand to be fostered. 

Conveniently lose your nane badfje 
and every other narked thi^y you own 
includiny PE bay, book bay, pencil case, lunch box 
(eat lunch first!) and rip/cut/bite out 
the narne labels frotn all your clothes. 

If all else fails only answer to Elastiyirl 
and bend, stretch, pull yourself all ways 
to dodye her. 


Lesley Marshall 
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"’H.OlO to l JV<ve' : KoMi r C T«O.C^«t' 

fott^ . . . 

'If v;ou’ve got ten pounds in one pocket, 

And eight pounds in the other, 

What have you got?’ the naths teacher asked- 
’ I ke wrong trousers,' said little San Smother. 

I key were reading about Red Indians. 

I ke teacker looked at ker class, 

Now wko was Hiawatha?' 

Ske confidently asked- 
l key just sat tkere in silence, 

I hey shrugged at one another, 

lill Danny Dipstick said, Please, Miss — 

l.owerwatka's older brother-’ 

l he teacher asked Glodwyn, 'Where are you fron?' 
’Wales,’ Dlodwyn said, full of pride. 

'Ok? Which part?’ the teacher asked- 
All of ne,’ Dlodwyn replied- 

find Australia on the nap.’ 

I he teacher told Will White. 

'It's there, Miss,’ pointed Will at once. 

I ke teacker said, 'That’s right. 

And then she looked at Gornless GuS, 
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AM said, 'Now ted t^e this, 

Who discovered Australia?* 

And Gus said, Will did, Miss.* 

WWes .your homework?* teacher asked, 
'It's Mssiny yet ayai'n!* 

1 did ft, Sir,* the. lad replied, 

Cut rt’s still inside ny pen .. .* 


Clive Webster 


(Sixteen Strategies for Survivii*^ 

S ife ht < ^ea <$\\ o^ 


Write a letter to v/our nun, 

,S«.e f»ow nan/ tines you can clench your bun- 

Add up tke nunber of words on a pa$e, 

Try to work outpour teacher’s a 3 e. 

Practise telepathy wrtk a nate, 

Hake a list of tke tkin^S you bate. 



Pull tke funniest face v/ou can, 
I old your booknark into a fan. 
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Imagine gourself as a frizzly bear, 
Have a 50 at eating gour hair. 

Think of the funniest joke gou know, 
Attempt to wiggle gour little toe. 


Count the hairs in gour teachers nose, 

Close gour eges and take a doze. 

Frighten gour friends with gour scariest look, 
Ob, and gou can alwags read a book! 


Melissa Lawrence 
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Escape 



A sunny afternoon is test 
witk tte teacher in front 
talking ... 
talking ... 
talking ... 

You stare W4 at the teacher 
not too hard - 
about 60% concentration 

At the satne titne 
njov/eyour eyesjust a little 
not too fr)ucf) — 
towards your nose 
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Keep stariny. 


Slowly the teacher’s outline 
will sharpen at the edyes 
- almost ^low - 
and at tte satrje time 

becorrje smaller ... 
smaller... 
smaller... 

as if viewed frotrj tte wrony end 
of a telescope. 

Tf>e voice will still he clear 
tut the words indistinym'statle 

and you are free to float 
dreatVny ... 
dreanvny ... 
drearniny ... 


Patricia Leiytton 
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oHoti'iV'a To % W TTe oM^tf\s 

Test.. 


I know - 

tomorrow 1*11 wake up with spots 
and one tootk, 

nod eyebrows tbe colour of sick 

and a I'np 

and fo|<Je4-<n ears 

and various ankles 

and a sliybt beadacbe 

nnd fisb breatb 

and a twrtcb 

and fungus fingernails 
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unable to renierober .. . em ... ? 

an4 rapi'4 blinking 

an4 ah extra nostril 

talking backwar4s 

an4 the 4octor will say 

how brave I ain 

wkat with roy wonyihy coh4ition 
an4 then bell take i^c 
to bis frien4 tbe wel4er, 
who'll rrjake 

a permanent exhibit 
of ny cast-iron excuse. 


Stewart Hen4erson 
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‘T^ree cAff-Parpose £>xcases 

l I’ve been very busy giving advice to the Prime 
Minister 

(this child is too important to aigue with) 

: I spend m°st of my time living in a tent on Jupiter 
(this child is too ridiculous to know how to deal with) 

v In one of mg former lives I was a tiger 

(this child is slightly weird, and mag be dangerous) 


Matt Black 
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Go^useJl Xmewo^ erases 







Mu*n slobbered all over ft. 

Al<»hft washed ft in the washing machine with tng 
trousers. 

I look it into their spaceship thinking it was valuable. 
I'Vl harnSter forgot to take it hot^e. 


( hris Ogden 
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•Stance Encounter 

TVs is hot Davy Ha 44 on speaking. 

•Do hot be alarmed, Davy is safe. 

We have borrowed Vs bo4y to walk through your worl 4 . 
Hi's trjufT) ah4 4 a 4 are safe. 

Davy's Sister is safe 

(unless she reveals our secrets). 

We kave trave||e4 through tiVoe ah4 Space 
to (earn tnore of your species. 

You are the one they call 'teacfer'. 

We have Iearhe4 fro*, Davy ofyo ur k.h 4 hess. 

Please take tVs yobstopper as a 51 ft. 

We have cotr,e witk a i^essaye, 

a trjessaye tkat roay be iroportant ih 
tke 4ays to cotrje. 

Tke roessaye is, 

Davy will briny his homework in on Friday. 

Huyk WaterWse 
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%> »u%JU*S<AJ 

I know the secret hi'deg holes 
The places no one ever goes 
Caretakers, cleaners, no one knows 
Why I can hide at school 

The cupboards and the corridors 
Tke spaces underneath the floors 
Tf»e places in and out of doors 
How I can h<de at school 

Up above the ceiling tiles 
dehind the teachers' unmarked files 
Underneath recycling piles 
Where I can h<de at school 

Down inside the staging blocks 
Storerooms where I pick the locks 
In the lost property box 
When I hide at school 

In the curtains in the hall 
Just behind the toilet wall 
I cannot letgou know of all 
The wags to hide at school 
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Practised tkern since I was five 
Places I can We and skive 
It’s tke way you can Survive 
l*ve Survived at school 


Paul Cookson 



* J 
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TWe is a place called No-tho«$hts, 
w^ere I soir,etirr)es 50, 
fts Quite a nice place really 
wtan I’it) tiVed and slow. 

Its a bit like a cabbaye, 
or porridge o r a jelly, 
or the inside of a tnarsbfnallow 
or a Swi'tcbed-off telly. 

Its like a hot Sunder classroom 
where everyone is sleepy, 
and No-ideas flop around on desks, 
doi'n^ notbi'ns, dreamy. 

^ this Irttle place called No-tho^hts 
the teacher cot^es and yoes, 
and No-Questions sink in slowly, 
and no one answers, no one knows. 

Its a brt like a cabbage, 
or porridge or a jelly, 
or the inside of a tnarshtnallow 
ora swrtched-offtelly. 
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TWe is a place calle4 No-thou$hts> 
w^ere tke flowers of No-tfii’nkin^ 5 row, 
it's <{u<te a nice place really 
as No-tl\ou$ht places 50 . 


Matt Black 
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<A cHoie (row 

(Written Lee, W(,o More Ti, an AnytUv) Eke, 
Was Afraid He Ma^/ Have Spelt the Word 'nO W 
Backwards) 

Deer Teecfur, 

Pleeze Ekcuze ny ^ood Sun Lee 
Heeze^ot tfe^rowsci'st aler^ee. 

Eeck tine fe takes a spelin^ test 
It ^ives ki'n sorze akross fi's cfest. 

Tbe speli'n^ kw/zz will kloj biz noze 
And 5 we ki'n koyills on biz toze. 

Hiz ri'ti'ns kand will swel and twrttck 
As all biz porze tee^i’n to ittck. 

So just to nake skure feeze ok 
He sfoodent take tke test tooday. 

Hiz non 


Robert Scotellaro 
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Tj^e <SiK £xc«ses ih tfce 


I. The. do$ ate ft. 



2. Someone left tke window open, and a freak kurricane 
blew t r,\j book on tke floor, and tke doj ate ft. 

3. I put ft in tke kail, and a burglar broke into our kouse 
and stole it, and our next-door neigkbour (wko is a 
gorilla) ru^by-tackled W» on tke lawn, and ke dropped 
irfyj book, and tke do$ ate it. 
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4.14just fitv'sW it when an extinct volcano at the en4 
of oyr roa4 Su44enly erupte4 for the first tine in ten 
n'llion .years an4 set fire to ny book, an4 the firemen 
cane an4 soake4 it with their hoses, an4 as soon as it 
was 4ry the 405 ate it. 

5- 1*4 only left it for two ninutes while I built a scale 
n®4el of Buckinyhan Palace out of cheese trianyles, 
when a whole W4 of wildebeest stanpe4e4 through 
our back yar4en, battere4 4®wn the kitchen 4oor, 
an4 before they vanishe4 into the shinneriny sunset, 
they tranple4 ny book un4er their niyhiy, thun4eriny 
hoofs, an4 the 4py ate it. 

6 . Here is a biy box of your favourite chocolates instea 4 - 
(Actually, THAT one works rather well.) 


Clare Bevan 
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Let me yet in awful trouble, 
let my school shoes yrow too tiyht- 
Let n y bubbly not blow bubbles, 
but, 

let my Sums be riyht- 

Hay my birthday be foryotten, 
may it rain all weekend lony. 

Hay I fall and bruise my bottom, 
but please, 

may my spellings not be wrony. 

Let me lose my brand-new pencil case, 

let my felt-tips all yet nicked- 

Let aunties kiss me all over my face, 

but please, please, 

let my tables all be ticked- 

May there be no chocolate-chip ice 

may fleas invade my vest- 

May I not yet chosen for the team. 

but please, please, please, 

may I Survive this rotten test- 


David Horner 


There's a MAGIC WORD 
Tbat 3 ets my school homework 
Finished for me 
When J haven’t a clue 
What to 4 o 

Or when I watvt to see 
What's ot^ TV 
Or when I'm feel m 3 bored 
Or it’s tit^e for bed 
Or I want to use 
My computer instead. 

'DA - A - AD!’ 

He just loves doifi 3 my homework 
Ah4 3ettih3 ft ri^ht - 
So I sWt my MAGIC WORD 
Even/ niybt. 

DA - A - ADI’ 

What is it, son?’ 

'I’ve got some more HOMEWORK 
For^ou ... T 
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'WowlTHANlCS! 
How 4<d I 4o last tiVje ... 


Trevor Harvey 
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cM# ^est (Subject 

I'm no 5004 at history, rubbish at naths 
fad geography, an 4 all the rest-, 

But at blackmailing teachers I'm really <{ufte 3004, 
So I always 4 o well in the tests. 


Rob Falconer 
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at t£e Scfcoo? Coufrdf 

In tke plaggroun4 
(Overnight) 

1*4 like to put 
A few things right. 

In one corner 
I woul4 i^ake 
A burger tar 
For trjorning break. 

Then by the bins 
CMa4e spotless, clean) 

1*4 tnake a great big 
Cinerna screen. 
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Next to the wall 
W'tli the water fountain, 
14 pile y p cushions 
Like a fountain. 

Then 1*4 cleverly 
R<$ the. clock 
So that, at playtime, 

Tit^e woul4 stop. 

Of course, for winter, 

14 fit a roof - 
Retractable 
An4 waterproof. 

I hope you thiftk 
These alterations 
Won't cause too n, U c h 
Altercation! 


Coral Rubble 
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"fry. ^or&sfceei 

Our teachers worksheet barney 
our school is worksheet nja<J. 

She flakes the bluest worksheets 
the world has ever had- 
We fill in all her Questions 
numbers, words and dates 
adjectives and clauses 
(copied frotr) njy r^ates). 

She says they 'test our knowledge' 
they tell her what we know 
who is <{uick and clever 
and who is very slow ... 

They tell her who ren-jerobers 
parts of plants and nat^es 
wires and n>agnetisn) 
kings 

and Queens 

and reigns. 

Dut I cannot ren)en)ber 
for I atn rather slow 

as I gaie beyond the windows 
and drean) of things I know. 


Peter Dixon 
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< ty/Wo<S/to*tkCoac£ 

U/^eh off 0 ^ a school trip 
here's a tip or two 
froih one wto knows 

Don't Sft on tke tack seat. 

You re tound to te spotted 
waving out the window 
and Darren will te trjakin^ rude signs 
at police cars 

and you'll te caugkt up in the fun 
and tten you'll have to explain 
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to the police, 

and the Head, when you get back, 
and to your parents ... 

It's not worth it! 

Don't srt at the front. 

You'll have to talk to Hr Pleats 
all the way there 
about hiS collection of fossils 
and then he'll start asking you 
your eight titles table. 

And also 

that's where they keep the sick bucket. 
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Srt about two-tbiV4s back 

if possible next to Catby 

tbe <{u<et girl with the ban4-knrtte4 socks 

then you won't have to talk 

an 4 you can rea 4 your book 

or listen to t^usi'c 

on .your 4 a 4 s 1P04 

which you borrowe4 this tnorn/n^ 

or play Raines on your pbone 

which you Snuggled on boar4 

m your luncb box. 


Roger Stevens 
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Teh ‘fyW to Get T£ro *<& Tour 

< ^eouAh^. ^oo& 


CO Change the Zero's natrje to_. 

(2) Start at the end- 

(3) Read ft under a nj/cfOScope. 

C^f) Read rt fro») tlie far eisd of the roon>. 

(5) -UMop apisdn peafl 

(6) .sdrawkcab ti daeR 

Ci) Read ft throuyh dark ylasses. 

(6) Read ft through one eye. 

(?) Change the story by putting 'didn't* before every 
verb. 

(lO) Change every fifth word to_. 


(Cate Williams 
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(Secret <Sc£o</c 'Af&im 

SornewWe in every school 
Is a secret alar*). 

Not the. fire alar*) 

Ttat s kriylyt red and serious. 

Not the burglar alar*) 

That’s stuck on a wall. 

Tkis is a very special alar*) 

Tucked away and very tihy. 

It's tke I’ve-Had-Ehouyk-Of-Tkis-Place- 
Oo-Son)etkih5-Quick Alar*). 


Ohceyou find it, s*)ask tkeylass bo* 
Press the bright blue buzzer. 


A yiyahtic crack will opeh up ih tbeyard 
And swallow the Head and all the teachers. 

It II 3 °bble up the bossy dinner ladies 
And cko*)p down the dreaded school bullies. 

Watck a fleet of ice-crea*) vans flood the playground 
Full of free lollies, crisps and pop. 
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A circus full of clowns will take over the school 
An4 start a passive custar4-pic f^fvt. 

The whole place will 50 crazj for at least a week 
No lessons at all an4 homework atol/sW- 

Start searching to4ay in the hea4 teacher’s office 
Have a look aroun4, un4cr their 4csk, 

5eki'n4 the curtain or the filing cabinet 
Check the shelves an4 lift up the carpet. 

Then it’ll all kick off just like I sai‘4- 
Honest. 


Oavi4 Harder 
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<5arv<Vaf cHahaaf 


i / 

-ex 


In class, 

Adopt an an^el/c expression 
At all times. 

Memorize the following phrases-. 

Of course, Miss, 

I’d love to, Miss, 

That’s no trouble at all, Miss. 

(Or Sir depending on who your teacher is. 
You need to be able to recognize 
Which teachers are men 
And which are women ...) 
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Also - 


If you're a yirl, 

Fiddle with your hair 
And simper. 

If you're a boy, 

Put on your widest 
And most pleasant smile. 

If the teacher 

Asks you a hard Question, 

Look enthusiastic and say - 

Could I have just a couple of minutes m°re 

To think about that, please ... 

If the teacher 

Gives you homework, say — 

I’m Sure my mum will be pleased 
To help me with this. 

She's Chair of School Governors, you know. 

In the playground, 

Remind everybody of your 
Older and toucher brother 
Who's in Year 6 

And who only narrowly escaped 
Exclusion from school 
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Last autumn, 

Following a certain 

Unpleasant, 

After-school incident... 

Help your friends out 
With their schoolwork 

(But tnake sure that you’re not too $ood at this - 
You don t want then} to think you Ye a B°ff ... ) 


Invite school friends for sleepovers 
Atyour hon>e. 



And the best PlayStation Janies. 
With luck, 

TheyII inviteyou back ... 

When your parents ask you 
How school is yoiny, say — 

Oh - fine - Of(, you know. 
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(Wbat <Jo they know anybow? 
No way 

They'd be able to Survive 
A Single 4ay in your school...) 

Avoid sports day 

An4 school dinners. 

Always be polrte 

To tbe caretaker. 


Pull your Snile tiybt and 
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Scfcoo? Sun/ivaf 

Pack tke following ever y 4ay. 

I. Frien4sk<p 

(Frien4s nake everytkinj ^reat) 



2. A b<$ Strife 

(Who can resist tkat?) 

3. A kea4 full of jokes 
(To roake otkerS lau^k) 

4. A 4ollop of curiosfty 

(To keep lessons interesting) 

5. A packet of 4ay4rean)S 
(For token they’ re not) 
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6. Ah ounce of courage 
(To face v/our fears) 

7. A full batter/ of energy 
(To make playtimes fun) 

6. A taste of adventure 
(To enjoy school trips) 

9. A Ifttle understanding 

(So you can forgive those who let you down) 

10. A bag full of joy 
(To share) 

Karen Costello-McFeat 
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^oto to (Survive (Shorts 


On sports 4ays IV) fast, 

IV) always in the Iea4, 

IV, the Quickest in our class 
as I yather spee4. 


I put out the beanbays 
in no tin,e at all, 
an4 roll out the hoops 
from insi4e the ball. 


I set up tbe biyb jump 
in less than a tick 
an4, in markiny tbe pitch, 
I know every trick. 

I treasure an4 check 
without any 4elay, 
for IV) really the star 
of every sports 4ay. 

6 ut it all yoes wrony 
when the races beyin, 
this is the n)On)ent 
when I cannot win. 
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For at putting things out 
I tryay be tf»e test, 
but at running I’n topeless - 
as you've probably guessed! 

Andrew Collett 




Safrvivaf Strategy. 


Ftndfa$ it hard, Surviving school? 
Believe me, you're not unique! 
So here's a slice 
Of 3004 advice 
To get you through the week. 


On m<serg Mondag looming 
Don't give in to glu^s an4 gloom. 
Am<’d the grin4 
Just fix gour tr)in4 
On Friday afternoon. 


Tuesday's a well-known blues dag: 
Double matbs is double doom. 
Confused? Can’t cope? 


TFen pin jour tapes 
On Friday afternoon. 

Wednesday’s worst is music: 
'You’re completely out of tune!’ 
Ignore derision, 

Cling to your vision 
Of Friday afternoon. 

Thursday, that’s school sports day. 
You’re last in tta egg-and-spoon. 
Enough of sports, 

Direct your ttaugfvts 
Towards Friday afternoon. 
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Friday n)ortv<) 9 : nearly tna4e ft - 
It'll all be over soon. 

Take care, 4<>nt skive, 

Arrive alive 
At Friday afternoon. 

You've cracke4 ft tken: your keart 
Is liykt as a balloon. 

It's kalf past tkree, 

You're free! You're free! 

On Friday afternoon. 


Eric Finney 
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Gxtreme Scfcoofs 

San/ivaf c Krt 



Global Education Technology Inc. of Texas 
Is proud to announce 

Tke very latest Extreme Schools Survival fCrt. 

This gear’s m°de| features tke following exciting new 
features: 

Tbe electronic 'teacher speak' translation tool, 

To kelp you blaf} your way out of any tricky situation. 
Simply type in .your problem and tke translator 
Will turn it into an excuse no teacker can resist. 
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The Haz.Chem uniform in your own school colours 

That will keep you looking really cool 

Even in those science lessons thatyo with a bany. 

The microcomputer that slips overyour thumbnail. 
Indispensable, undetectable and always at your fingertips. 
No need for maths to drive you mental any more. 

The dictionary earpiece 

That’ll whisper sweet somethinys in your ear. 

Vital when you’re lost for words in English, 

Or next time you have that spelling test you foryot about. 


I 

/ 



Tbe contact-lens ylobe 

That II help amaieyouryeoyraphy teacher. 

Fit it snuyly over one eye, blink, 

And you can click on any feature anywhere in the world- 
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Last tut not least, 

The time-traveller watch that looks like 
An ordinary timepiece on your wrist. 

6ut set the digital display 
And you can watch any period in < 

history you choose. / 

We’re so confident you II want to invest 
In our State of the art, hi^h-tech kit 
We’re offering a complete m°ney-back 
guarantee, 

If not fully satisfied. 

The Extreme Schools Survival fCit: 

It’s the ultimate school dress code. 

From Global Education Technology Inc. of Texas. 
G.E.T. I.T.! 


Michael Lockwood 


^s/oh 

We've started a tunnel, 
Deti'nd Dutton's desk, 

To escape frotr, t^ext 

Mondays PE. 

O'Reilly is down ttere, 
D(95in3 away, 

Tten ft’s Mog, 

Tten Prejilla, 

Tten n>e. 

If we do ft well, 

Wten 'Muscles’ Morgan 
Turns up, all 
He’ll see is a tig, 

Efnpty gynv 

Deep underground, 

He rr,<gf>t just tear 

Tte sound of us 

Lausti'ny and ng at tin). 
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I've platted tkat 
Our tunnel ends 
Over tke road, 
Sotrjewkere cool.. . 
Wkere 4o you tkink? 

Rve metres inside 
Kkan's Corner Skop, 
Right next to tke 
Chocolate and drinks! 


Hike Johnson 
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CoaM* ^)ou>h 


(93,536,040 

(93,536,794 

(93,536,740 

(93,536,045 

(93,536,79( 

(93,536,737 

(93,536,042 

(93,536,700 

(93,536,734 

(93,536,039 

(93,536,705 

(93,536,73f 

(93,536,036 

(93,536,702 

(93,536,720 

(93,536,033 

(93,536,779 

(93,536,725 

(93,536,030 

(93,536,776 

(93,536,722 

(93,536,027 

(93,536,773 

(93,536,7(9 

(93,536,024 

(93,536,770 

(93,536,7(6 

(93,536,02( 

(93,536,767 

(93,536,7(3 

(93,536,0(0 

(93,536,764 

(93,536,7(0 

(93,536,0(5 

(93,536,76( 

(93,536,707 

(93,536,0(2 

(93,536,75© 

(93,536,704 

(93,536,009 

(93,536,755 

(93,536,701 

(93,536,006 

(93,536,752 

(93,536,690 

(93,536,003 

(93,536,749 

seconds 

(93,536,000 

(93,536,746 

till 1 leave 

(93,536,797 

(93,536,743 

School -forever 


Nicholas Oran) 
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%> brazen Oat £ven Tfte 

Toa^est lht€^o^.at<oh From 
<Ah# Te<xc &er Gve^ T^ou^ 

<Ar« 100% Gaift^. 0£ Gver^t&n^. 

U ey. cAfe c\ccusi^%a 0 (! 

Teacher: W% 4i'4.y o u f\it Jason? 

You: L/an) tol4 n>e to 4o ft! 

Teacher: If Liaro tol4 ^ou to jump off a cliff woul4 ^ou 
4ort? 

You*. If I was^oin^ to Ian4 on Jason, ^es. 

TeacW: Go an4 stan4 on t^e wall! 

You: Ok. 


Ian 5laM 


£<^ac<vfroh Ih 



tea4 trans- 
plante4; 
train 4ecayin3< 
Atsence ^rante4- 


swollen 
colon; fnortal 

colic; 4<arrtoea 
- 4iabo|ic; 


Gina OoutWaite 
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^3. are toe iy% £ere? 

Why are we Wh3 in We? 

W% are we Win^ in We? 

Wkat monsters are cotVn^, wkat rnen in black? 
'A/kat^rifrj-claci figures on tke attack? 

Why are we W*vJ in We? 
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Wky are we Wny in We? 

Tell nje tke trutk now, please. 

Is it the taxman? 

Is it tke axeman? 

Is it tke secret police? 

Wky are we Winy in here? 

Give n>e an answer, please. 

Is it a yiant sluy? 

Is it a Supertax? 

Is it tkat runny cheese? 

Tkere is notkiny at all to -fear, 

Notkiny at all to fear. 

It’s just tke teacher witk tke funny yrin. 

If we keep really cjuiet ke won’t know we’re in here ! 
Tkat’s wky we’re Winy in here . . . 

Tkat’s wky we’re Winy in We... Skk! 


Trevor Millun 
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Ihvehtiohs to (Survive 

at Scfcoo? 



O 

Tketeachers dodgy wig detector 
Tke secret chocolate tar collector 
Tke answer sheets for SATS reflector 

Tke confiscated toy locator 
Tke extra koi^ework duplicator 
Tke Literacy Hour era4icator 

Tke dinner Ia4y anaestketizer 
Tke sckool 4<nner atomizer 
Tke fact recalling knowledge visor 
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Tke X-ra.y teacher’s diary reader 
Tke secret sweet in lesson feeder 
Tke teacher S desk nest tna^ot breeder 


Paul Cookson 



76 


Toj> Trj* at Scfcoo^ 

Don’t address jour teacher in any o-f tf>e following ways-. 

Doss 

Hate 

Dude 

fCi'dda 

he Old CKi'na 
Srrjelly 
Horace 
Dri'stol Rovers 

And you’ll do well. 


Andy Seed 
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<Sa^est<°ns 



Believe yourself invisible, 

Turn into a chair, 

When asked an awkward Question, 
Ret^erober, you’re not there. 

Shrink behind Jay Johnson, 

Buck down to fix your shoe, 

And before the. weekly tables check 
Ley it to the loo. 

Practise writing your own notes 
In inky, loopy scrawliny. 
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Invent an infestation, 

Creatures Wrible an4 crawling. 


Lose your voice for reading tests, 

An4 if you shake with fear 
Whenever aske4 to spell out |ou4, 
Develop 4iarrkoea. (Don’t try to spell it.) 

Hea4aches, 4entists, eye tests 
An4 4ea4 rabbits have their uses, 

Just a44 tbetn to your lifetime's work - 
A Han4book of Excuses. 


Daphne Kitchiny 
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FtriehJls ih %$£ Wac es 

I Struck with arithmetic 
I cannot rea4 or write 
When ft cofrjes to Sums or French 
I an not very bright. 

At PE. I am hopeless 
In art I cannot pa/nt 
fty parents think I'm clever but 
A mastermin4 I ain't. 

In science an 4 in ICT 
I’m in the lowest Set 
I nay be 5004 at something but 
I haven't foun4 it^et. 

So bow is ft at en4 of tern 
I $et a 5004 report? 

Is it cos ny dad's the Head? 

I 4on’t know, just a thought. 

It helps to know people in high places! 
Ricbar4 Caley 
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to (Survive Geotyrotf&y. 

Volunteer to nake a nap 
of tfe school field. 

Sharpen sone coloured pencils 
clip sone paper to a board- 

Off^ou 50. 
























Hake Sure ft's a very detailed roap 

not only of tke school 

tut also 

tke school field 

tke roads outs/de tke school 

tte sweet stop next to tke school 

tte road to your Wse 

tte front ofyoyr Wse 

eact roorr) in your touse 

especially 

your tedroorr). 

Tten 50 to sleep 

and drearo atout your friends 

still stuck in sctool. 


David Harder 
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(Smart 

When teacher slips in the playground 
Or when teacher falls frotn his chair, 
Pretend you didn’t see bin- 
Pretend that you weren’t there. 

If you. should see your teacher 
Make a Silly Spelling error, 

Don’t tell the Softool inspector 
And fill fter full of terror. 

If teachers shout and screatn at you 
When you do sotrjethiny wrony, 

Tften, ftands toy ether, whisper prayers. 
They won’t stay anyry lony. 

If teachers teacft you badly, 

Sit <{uiet, don’t play the fool. 

Just pack your books into your bays 
And find another school! 


John fCftchi'ny 
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AW cAjlvice 

Don't^o near the staffroon>. 

That's where the teachers all tell jokes 
and talk about their weekends 
as they’re banging up tWr coats. 

Keep away frotn the staffroo^. 

That’s where they drink their tea 
and concoct cunning plans 
to upset you and ne. 
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Don’t pass by the staffroom 
when the door is open wide. 

A teacher’s hand m^ht reach out 
and dra3 .you inside. 

And then anything could happen! 


Sernard Young 
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It was sitting there, right there on rr,y desk 
Before, Miss, you carrje round: 

In a twinkling of an eye. 

In tke breatkinS of a sifjk, 

Now ft’s nowkere to \>e found! 

I’ve really no idea kow ft vani’sked! 

I wrote rt last mykt - no, West, konest I did - 
Never went out to play, 

Didn’t watck hatch of the Day... 

Bet you a kundred <{uid! 
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I confess I kave ng suspicions 
(MiSS, honest, I wrote three pages!) 
Tkat new girl in class 
(Hair like wet grass) 

Staring at tr>e for ages, 

I’ve keard ker rounbling funng words 
I tkink skes jealous I We brains! 

Mg homeworks gone 
Like snow in tke Sun 
Goes netted awag down tke drains! 


Matt Sinpson 
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^e°a& aSS 

Po dipSeil % Paul Co°l$oa 


It’s time to get even with your teachers! 

Ever cringed at something your teacher has said or done? 
Then these poems are for you! 

Now’s the time to find out how a well-placed whoopee 
cushion (among other things) can make your teacher 
squirm . . . 


Biting Mad 

I love to make my teacher mad, 

I love to make him shout 
cos when his tongue gets tangled up 
his new false teeth fall out! 


Celia Gentles 
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Forget textbooks or 
calculators, HERE is the 
essential item you nee4 to 
Survive school! Discover the 
best way to 4eal with every 
School occasion. Learn how 


from 'Tunnel Vision’ 


We’ve starte4 a tunnel, 
Dehin4 Dutton’s 4esk, 
To escape from next 
Mon 4 ays PE. 


to outwit the 4inner Ia4^ an4 
befri‘en4 the caretaker, 
how to 4ivert attention from 
yourself an4 appear to be 
paying attention an4 how 
to win the best part in the 



O’Reilly is 4own there, 

D 153 m 3 away, 

Then it’s W 03 , 

Then Prejilla, 

Then me. 

If we 4 o it well, 

When 'Muscles’ Morgan 
Turns up, all 
He'll see is a b <3 
Empty 3 ym- 

Deep un4et3roun4, 

He mi] 3 ht just hear 
The soun4 of us 
Lau 3 hin 3 an4 3153 1in 3 at him- 

/^ike Johnson 
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